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SenateDemocratic leadersplanto
bring to the floor this w^k legisla
tion broadening federal hate-crimes
law to cover homosexu^ and fte
disabled, while pushing a promised
debate on human cloninguntil after
the Memorial Day recess.

Republicans werenothapi^with
theschedulingplan. Minority^^p
Don Nickles of Oklahomac^ed it
"interesting."

"I think we should do a budget
and I thought there was a commit
ment to do cloning," he said.

Senate Minority Leader Tbm
Daschle repeatedly had said he
wanted the ^nate to debate human
cloningbefore Memorial Day.

ButSenateMsyority WhipHarry.
Reid,NevadaDemocrat, said itis the
Republicans' own fault that the
human-cloning debate has not hap
pened because, he said, they have
dragged out debate on other issues.

"The arraiigement was we would
try tobring [cloning] up,butthi^rlVe '
held us upon everything, so it^ not
our fault it hasn't come up," Mr.
Reid said.

Mr. Daschle, South Dakota De
mocrat, tried to bringfup the hate- '
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Republicans assail scheduling plan happen lUesday.
"Given the strong vote for this bill

two years ago and the increase in bi
partisan support since then, we're
very hopeful we'll have the votes
needed to bring the billup for debate
andp^s it^ year," shesaid.

An identical measure passed the
Senate, 57-42, in June 20C0 as an
amendment to the defense authori
zation bill, but it was removed in a
House-Senate conference.

Some are skeptical of it.
"I think we've got to be careful

with that kind of legislation," said

crimes bill—sponsored bySen.Ed
ward M. Kennedy, Massachusetts
Democrat — on FViday by unani
mous consent, but Republicans ob
jected.

Mr. Kennedy's bill would broaden
the authorityof the federal govern
ment to investigate and prosecute
hate crimes. It would expand the
^eral definition of hate crimes to
include those motivated by a per
son's sex, sexual orientation or dis
ability, and wouldapply regardless
of when or where a hate crime is
committed.

Current federal law allows only
race, color, religion or national ori
gin to be the basis ofa federal hate-
crimec^,andthecovered offenses
are limited to crimes committed
against a person whiledoingone of

. six federally protected activities,
such as votingor goingto school.

Ron Boi\jean, spokesman for Sen-
, ateMinpri^LeaderTrentLott, RCs-
''sissippj^publican, said Rroubli-
cans wScked the hate-crfinTs biU
on^iday because Demiocrats were
ĝomg to stop debate on the trade^ill

order to proceed^toit. fe
•'®^natorLottbaiieves weneeSto

stay on the trade bill and stay on the
issue at hand so we can pass some-
thmg significantin the Senate,"Mr.
Boi\jean said. "The Senate Democ
rats —who have been in the major
ity for almost a year — have not
passed a budget, have allowed the
Andean trade authority to expire,
have not brought to the floor a
human cloning bill and have not
moved one of the appropriations
bills."

Mr. D^hlehad strongwordsafter Sen. JeffSessions, Alabama Repub-
Friday. li(^. "Crimmal law is a powerful

"At the end of the day, whatever
daythat is,thislegislation willpass,"
he said of the hate-crimes bill. "It
will either pass the easy wayor the
hard way, but it will pass. ... The
time has come and gone for delay,
for explanation, for excuse,for any
thing else."

Stephanie Cutter, a spokeswoman
for Mr. Kennedy, said the plan now
is to bring the measure to the floor
thiswe^k as a test ofwhetheroppo- •
nents have the required 41 votes to
stop it. Democrats will moveto pro
ceed to the hate-criAii^ bill when
ever the Senate finishes considera
tion of the trade bill, which could

thing, and you need to be sure it's
clearly tai^eted."

Meanwhile,Sen.SamBrownback,
Kansas Republican, still is waiting
for the Senate to consider his bill to
outlaw the cloning of human em
bryosforanypurpose, including for
medical research.

A competing bill, by Sens. Arlen
Specter, Pennsylvania Republican,
and DianneFbinstein,CaliforniaDe
mocrat, and othef^, would Outlawthe
implantation ofa cloned hum&nem
bryo into a uterus, but would ^ow
the human-cloning procedure to be
done formedical research, mcluding
to extract stem ^Us. ^


